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Progress of Bearing Steel
Kozo Seto

Synopsis : Almost a century has passed since high carbon chromium bearing steel was born in Europe, and it is more
than half a century since Sanyo Special Steel Co. started to produce it. While it comprises simple chemical
compositions with 1%C-1.5%Cr, it requires more stringent quality than any other specialty steels to defy the
severe service conditions of bearings. Japan has held a leading position in bearing steel industry in terms of
quality as well as production volume, and the technology for bearing steel is approaching a perfect stage.
Here, the progress of bearing steel in Japan is described through the involvement of Sanyo in bearing steel

development.
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